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About six decades of struggle had
reached its logical end. Telangana

state is a reality. While one part of the
existing Andhra Pradesh is witnessing
merry din following the victory, the other part is gloomy with
grumpy voices deploring the bifurcation of the state. Now,
bargaining for better deals is in full swing and at the same time,
leaders across both the regions are treading cautiously ahead.

Electoral calculations are being made ahead of the impending
general elections and leaders are leaving no stone unturned to
make sure they get their piece of cake after the polls.

Ironically, the economic backwardness and political neglect that
strengthened the Telengana movement seem to have been kept
in the backburner. Leaders, including former ministers, elected
representatives and others, evidently work with political motives.

Leaders are switching loyalties right, left and centre in their
attempts to secure their pound of flesh, a scenario that is typical
to the state.   

Several leaders of major political parties - the Congress, The
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), The Telangana Rashtra Samiti
(TRS), the YSR Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party – from
both the regions have either switched loyalties or are mulling to
migrate to greener pastures. Even the TRS has been keeping its
merger with the Congress a suspense, as it is looking for nothing
less than the chief minister’s post to its president K
Chandrasekhar Rao.

Blatant political opportunism and selfish electoral motives are
threatening to harm both the states. Safety and security of
common people are at stake. Unless voters use their franchise
judiciously, things will not be all hunky dory, for sure! 

EDITOR’S DESK
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PAYAM SUDHAKARAN

Deep forest stretches to the far off
horizon. Mountain ranges stand

elegantly. In the sylvan backdrop,
lies a small hamlet inhabited by less
than 300 people. But come February
every alternate year, the village and
its surroundings turn a sea of
humanity with all roads leading to
one single destination.  There is no
gender difference, no class, no caste.
They are all devotees of Sammakka
and Saralakka, two valiant tribal
women who fought for the right of
their clan and attained divine status
in the hearts of people.

Millions of people throng a remote hamlet in the deep jungles of Warangal district in
Andhra Pradesh to take part in the continent’s largest tribal biennial confluence – a

three day fair called Medaram Jatara

Fair of
the forest

TRIBAL FEST
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That is Medaram, a tiny village
located 120 kiloemtres from
Warangal city in Telangana region on
the Andhra-Chhattisgarh border.
Medaram Jatara, the largest tribal fair
in the continent is held here every
two years on Magha Sudha Pournami
(full moon day) and this year the
three-day fair started with much
pomp and fervor on February 12.
Though the festival lasted only

for three days, weeks ago devotees
from across south and central India
started moving to Medaram in
groups carrying provisions for
making tents and cooking food.
Vehicles got stranded for hours
together in the narrow roads that lead
to Medaram. Everyone was seen
enjoying their drinks while patiently
waiting for the traffic to clear up.
Devotees carried lambs and cocks
with them for offering their blood to
the Goddesses and to cook and eat
during their three-day stay in the
forest.
A total of 1.20 crores gathered in

the area this time around. Thousands
of tents were set up in the forest and
people drank, ate and made merry,
forgetting all their worries. The
frenzy was palpable with tribal youth
dancing to the tune of wild
drumbeats and oracles giving
solutions to devotees who came
seeking divine help in tiding over
their hard times.
“I had prayed to Sammakka and

Sarakka as I was undergoing severe
financial crunch and promised to
offer them ‘bangaram’ (gold). My
difficulties vanished and now I’m
financially comfortable. I have come
to offer ‘bangaram’ (here it is huge
heaps of jaggery, they term it ‘gold)
with my family.  We have sacrificed
a goat and are very happy,” said
Mallesh, who came from faraway
Hyderabad, the state capital.
On the first day of the

Sammakka-Sarakka Jatara, the tribal
deity Sarakka was brought from
nearby Kanneboyinapalle village.
The fair kick-started with district
collector G Kishan offering prayers
at Sarakka temple in
Kanneboyinapalle village. A
mammoth procession was then taken
out from Kanneboyinapalle to
Medaram where the priests placed

the belongings of the Goddess on a
gadde, an earthen platform raised
under a tree. And on the third day, on
February 14, the other Goddess,
Sammakka was brought from the
neighboring forest and was installed
at the altar. 
A total of 3,500 bus services were

made available everyday for the
pilgrims from three different points

TRIBAL FEST
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in Warangal – Kazipet, Hanamkonda
and Warangal. Thousands of tractors,
trucks, cars, autorikshaws and other
vehicles had plied day in and day out
carrying people, their animals for
sacrifice and material including bed-
sheets, blankets and firewood. Over
13,500 police personnel were pressed
into service to ensure smooth
conduct of the fair.   
Thousands of stalls were set up in

the 12-kilometre radius where they
sold liquor, cigarettes and other
items. For those who set up stalls, it
is just a business of a week. “I make
about Rs 2 lakh profit in the two
weeks of time. That’s sufficient for
me to support my family for at least
part of the year. I sell liquor,
cigarettes, food items and cool
drinks. More than a business, it’s a
great time enjoying the jatara,” said
Suresh, who had his stall. 
The legend has it that tribal

chieftain Sammakka and her
daughter Sarakka fought against the
ruling Kakatiya kings in 13th
century. The area was inhabited by a
tribe called Koya and they were ruled
by the Kakatiya kings. Once there

was a huge draught for years together
and people had to live in abject
poverty. So, when the ruler’s
henchmen came to collect tax, the
Koyas refused to pay. A war followed
and Sammakka and Sarakka fought
against the army, but were killed.
Ever since, both the warriors were
believed to be the incarnation of
Goddess Durga herself.
Interestingly, the biennial tribal

festival was little known till a decade
ago. But today it makes the largest

tribal confluence in Asia. The remote
village hidden in the thick forest
witnesses millions of people
gathering, putting up tents overnight
and eating and drinking. Mixed smell
of blood of sacrificed animals and
finely brewed liquor spreads the
vicinity and a wild excitement of
devotion prevails.
As part of the ritual, Pagididda

Raju, husband of Sammakka, and his
nephew Govinda Raju started from
nearby Khammam district to
Medaram before the festival began.
All families in Medaram were
offered vermilion and invited for the
jatara.  The duo reached Medaram on
13 as Saralamma was brought to the
village.
Unlike everywhere, the

Goddesses are offered jaggery in
huge quantities here. Devotees
weighed themselves against jaggery
and offered them to the goddesses.
On February 15, the deities returned
to the forest, putting an end to the
celebrations.
Elaborate arrangements had been

made by the district authorities  for
the smooth conduct of the devotional
extravaganza. Drinking water and
sanitation were taken care of.
Warangal district collector G Kishan
requested the devotees against
littering the area and asked them not
to use plastic carry bags.
Superintendent of Police LKV

Ranga Rao made all arrangements to
ensure smooth conduct of the fair. As
per the ritual, devotees took a holy
dip in Jampanna vagu, a local stream
and offered prayers to deities. A 60-
bed hospital was set up and a number
of medical camps were organized.
About 40 medical officers were on
duty throughout the festival.
This unique festival stands

testimony of our tribal culture and is
an amazing façade of incredible
India.
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caBle MafIa:
I&Pr OffIcIals

land In trOuBle
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There appears to be a larger
nexus between some
corrupt officials of the
Information and Public

Relations (I&PR) department and
people running certain cable
television channels without
broadcasting license.
The nexus came to light when

Mohammed Irfan Marfani, chairman
of IBM News, a self styled cable TV
News & Entertainment channel
lodged a case with the detective
department of the city police on
February 15.
In his complaint, Irfan

specifically named two persons – M
A Majeed, Personal Assistant to the
Chief Information Engineer of the
I&PR department and Zahed Quadri
aka Haji, chairman of AG
Communications, while the names of
other accused are a matter of probe.
Irfan alleged in his complaint that

Haji introduced him to Majeed and
both of them convinced him to give
signed blank letter heads of his news
channel with a promise to provide
advertisements from the government
departments.
However, Majeed and Haji

fraudulently gave authorization to
Akar Marketing Private Limited, an
agency capable of getting
advertisements from government for
television channels and swallowed
the money paid by the departments
for televising advertisements, Irfan
alleged.
He also alleged that Majeed and

Haji had created fictitious news
channels through their associates and
collected huge amounts on the
pretext of televising government
advertisements. Based on the
complaint, detective department
officials registered a case (33 of
2014) and launched investigations.
It might be mentioned here that

The News has exposed the corrupt
practices of some of the I&PR
officials who have issued
advertisements to about 19 firms
which run cable television channels

just by securing local cable operator
license from the postal department
and not the broadcasting license
issued by the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry.
But the District Magistrate, Sub-

divisional Magistrate and the
Commissioner of Police, who are
authorized by The Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 to
initiate action against those who
violate the provisions of the Act
remained mute spectators to the
illegality. Also, some of the
authorised officers give special
interviews to these con channels on
many occasions.
It is time the authorised officers

and also the I&PR officials act tough
and stop the con channels from
telecasting the programmes without
securing the necessary license from
the authorities concerned.
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It appears the officials responsible forprevention of encroachments and
grabbing on government lands in
Miyapur have developed cold feet fol-
lowing a series of investigative reports
in this magazine depicting how 169.38
acres of government land has been
grabbed.
The prime land in survey number

44 in Miyapur village was grabbed by

builders in collusion with corrupt offi-
cials. The News brought out the truth
along with evidence even though the
officials did not provide information
under Right to Information Act.
While the Tahsildar of Serilingam-

pally, under whose jurisdiction the
land falls, said the information sought
under RTI Act was hypothetical, zonal
GHMC officials passed the buck to
head office saying the file related to
survey number 44 was dealt with by

the head office.
However, enquiries by The News

revealed that the GHMC officials ini-
tiated action for the time being, in an
apparent attempt to cover up their cor-
rupt activities. Sources said the
GHMC officials refused to release
until further notice the flats mortgaged
by the builders as security, stating that
they have received instructions from
the district collector to the effect.
A builder told The News that the

S.No. 44 in  Miyapur: 
Officials deve lop cold feet

COVER STORY
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S.No. 44 in  Miyapur: 
Officials deve lop cold feet

revenue, GHMC and stamps and reg-
istration department officials are now
worried that the issue may claim their
jobs. It may be recalled the govern-
ment land was grabbed by creating
forged documents and sub-divisions
for the survey number 44 though there
was no sub-division made by the gov-
ernment. Waking up from slumber, the
revenue authorities filed a case in the
special court for land grabbing cases.
The special court gave an order on

August 31, 2006 which says, “The pe-
titioner (Revenue department) shall
not interfere with the respondents’
right to make constructions as per the
plans already approved, and construc-
tions, if any, already made shall not be
demolished. Needless to state that the
constructions, if any, to be made by the
respondents pending disposal of the
LGC (land grabbing case) shall be
subject to the result of the LGC 29 of
2006. The respondents shall not alien-

ate the property in any manner and
create interest in third parties pending
disposal of the LGC.”
Though the order of the special

court is very clear, the registration de-
partment continues to register the
lands and flats built in survey number
44 simply under the pretext that they
have not received any instructions
from the revenue authorities asking
them to stop registrations with respect
to properties in survey number 44.
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Banned terrorist organization
Indian Mujahideen (IM) has

been waging war against India, said
a charge sheet filed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) against
IM co-founder Yasin Bhatkal and
three others.
The 277-page charge sheet, filed

against the four terror operatives for
terror strikes across India, revealed
that the IM had entered into a larger
conspiracy to unleash bomb blasts at
prominent places and important
tourist sites of India besides
kidnapping selective targets,
including foreigners visiting India.
"The larger aim of the banned

outfit is to radicalise youth on
religious lines with the declared aim
of creating pan-Islamic caliphate and
to further induce them to participate
in terrorist acts."
According to the charge sheet,

Yasin also revealed the organistaion
has been receiving financial and
material assistance from Pakistan’s
Inter Services Intelligence (ISI),
which is providing shelter to several
senior operatives of the outfit in
Karachi and other places in Pakistan.
The NIA charge sheet has said

that Yasin and other IM operatives
were involved in major bomb blast
incidents in Hyderabad in 2007 and
2013, Jaipur, Delhi, Ahmedabad and
Surat in the year 2008, German
Bakery in Pune, Chinnaswami

Stadium in Bangalore, Jama Masjid
in Delhi and Sheetlaghat in the year
2010 and Mumbai in 2011.
Yasin is also accused of being

instrumental in developing bases in
Darbhanga and Samstipur in Bihar,
Ranchi, Goa and Mangalore. He
received training in Pakistan for 60
days, the charge sheet said.
The charge sheet further said that

Yasin tried to contact Maoists of
Nepal to seek their help in carrying
out terror strikes in India.

Mentioning portions of conversation
between Yasin and his brother Riyaz
Bhatkal, NIA said IM was trying to
contact Maoists for procuring arms
and weapons.
The NIA filed a second charge

sheet on February 20, 2014, against
Yasin and three others -- Asadullah
Akhtar, Manzar Imam and U Ahmed
-- for their role in the conspiracy and
participation in major terrorist
attacks in different parts of the
country.

IM waging waragainst India:NIATERROR NEWS
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Inordinate and unreasonable delay indeciding the mercy petitions of the
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
assassination conspirators helped
them escape the death punishment.
The Supreme Court on February 18
commuted the death sentence to three
key conspirators in the assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi, holding the 11-year
delay in deciding their mercy petitions
as unreasonable and dehumanising.
A bench of Chief Justice P

Sathasivam, Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Shiva Kirti Singh said: "We
commute their death sentence into
imprisonment for life. Life
imprisonment means end of one's life,
subject to any remission granted by
the appropriate government."
The three who escaped the

gallows include V Sriharan aka
Murugan, A G Perarivalan aka Arivu
and T Suthendraraja aka Santhan.
They are currently lodged in Tamil
Nadu's Vellore prison. They had
sought commutation of their death
sentences due to the long delay in
deciding their mercy petitions.
Rajiv Gandhi was killed by a

Tamil suicide bomber Dhanu at an
election rally in Sriperumbudur near
Chennai on May 21, 1991. Fourteen
other people also lost their lives in the
blast. In 1998, all the 26 accused in the
case were sentenced to death by a
special trial court. In 1999, the
Supreme Court confirmed the death

sentences of four - Murugan, Santhan
and Perarivalan and Nalini - while the
capital punishment to others was
reduced to varying terms of
imprisonment.
While Perarivalan and Nalini are

Indians, the other two are Sri Lankan
Tamils. Sriharan was a member of the
intelligence wing of the now
vanquished Tamil Tigers, whose
leader V. Prabhakaran ordered Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination.
The death sentence of Nalini, who

is married to Murugan and who
became a mother in prison, was
commuted to life imprisonment after
her mercy petition was accepted.
The mercy petitions of the three

men were rejected by the Tamil Nadu
governor on April 25, 2004, and
forwarded to the union home ministry

on May 5, 2004.
After over five years, the ministry

forwarded the petitions to the
president but recalled them on
February 23, 2011. Eventually, the
president rejected the mercy petitions
on August 12, 2011, after more than
11 years of the apex court judgment.
The rejection was challenged in

the Madras High Court on August 29,
2011. In May 2012, the Supreme
Court transferred the case to itself. In
its verdict on February 11, the apex
court said the delay in deciding the
mercy petitions was "inordinate and
unreasonable".
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court

on February 27 stayed the release of
four convicts on a plea by the centre
challenging the TN government's
proposal to release them.

raJIv gandhI KIllers

The Supreme Court on February 18 commuted the death
sentence to three key conspirators in the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi, holding the 11-year delay in deciding their
mercy petitions as unreasonable and dehumanising

escaPe death
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President Pranab Mukherjee gave
his assent to the Telangana Bill,
even as Andhra Pradesh came

under central rule on March 1, 2014.
The signing of Andhra Pradesh

Reorganisation Bill 2014 paved the way
for creating Telangana as India's 29th
state. The central government will now
issue a gazette notification with an
appointed date or the date on which
Telangana state will formally come into
being.

The bill was passed by Parliament on
February 20 amid dramatic scenes. Those
opposing the bill massed near Speaker
Meira Kumar, some shouting slogans and
others holding placards. But they were
simply ignored as amendments to the
bills were taken up and then the bill was
finally declared passed by the lower
house.
Mukherjee also gave his nod to

imposing President's rule in Andhra
Pradesh as decided by the union cabinet
on February 28 on the recommendation
of Governor ESL Narasimhan, following
the resignation of chief minister N Kiran
Kumar Reddy.
The Andhra Pradesh assembly, whose

term was to end June 2, would now be in
suspended animation.

Pranab’s nod for T Bill,
President’s rule in AP

Telangana, meaning "land of
Telugus", was part of the
erstwhile princely state of
Hyderabad.
Hyderabad State became part of
India in 1948 after an operation
by the Indian Army. Telangana
became a state of Telugu-
speaking people and was
known as Hyderabad State till
1956 when it was merged with Andhra State, carved out of Madras
province, to form Andhra Pradesh.
Telangana has 10 districts - Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy, Medak,
Nalgonda, Mahabubnagar, Warangal, Karimnagar, Nizamabad,
Adilabad and Khammam.
Geography: Will border coastal Andhra, Rayalaseema (parts of the
existing Andhra Pradesh), Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh.
Area: 1.14 lakh sq. km, which will make it the 12th largest state
in the country.
With about 35.28 million population, Telangana will also be the
12th most populous state.
Languages spoken: Telugu and Urdu
The region is situated at a high altitude in an upland area. Two
major rivers Godavari and Krishna flow through the region but
most of the land is arid.
The region sends 119 members to the 294-member Andhra
Pradesh assembly and also accounts for 17 of 42 Lok Sabha seats
from Andhra Pradesh.
Telangana contributes 60 percent of revenues of existing Andhra
Pradesh. Majority of revenue comes from Hyderabad, which
emerged as a key IT hub in the country in the last 15 years.

telangana:
some key facts

POLITICAL NEWS
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Members of the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) and various other
Telangana organizations gave a

grand welcome to TRS chief K
Chandrasekhara Rao when he arrived in
Hyderabad on February 26.
Large number of TRS activists poured

out into the streets to welcome KCR. The
massive procession began from Begumpet
airport around 5 pm and reached Gun Park
around 10 pm. Earlier, the TRS chief flew
from Rajiv Gandhi International Airport at
Shamshabad to Begumpet airport by a
helicopter to take part in the procession.
He emerged out of Begumpet Airport

flashing the victory sign and climbed a
specially designed vehicle to reach Gun
Park. The procession brought the busy
areas to a halt as police imposed traffic
restrictions on roads joining the seven-km
long procession route.
Thousands of TRS workers from

Hyderabad and nine other districts of
Telangana turned up to welcome KCR,
who returned after nearly a month-long
stay in Delhi to mobilise support for the
Telangana statehood bill.
"KCR helped Telangana people achieve

a 60-year-old dream of their own state,"
said a supporter. According to some TRS
leaders, more than two lakh people took
part in the procession.
Before leaving for Delhi in January,

KCR had said he was leaving from Andhra
Pradesh but would return in Telangana
state.

Kcr gets
herO's welcOMe

POLITICAL NEWS
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Seemandhra leaders of almost
all political parties, who have
failed to prevent division of

the state, now fight for new capital
for their region even as the centre has
been sending feelers that it would
take steps to identify suitable place
for new capital in less than six
months.
With Hyderabad being common

capital of the two states – Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh - for 10 years,
the leaders from Seemandhra have
turned their attention to new capital.
Leaders from south coastal and

north coastal Andhra want the new
capital in their regions while those
from Rayalaseema are making a
strong pitch for Kurnool, which
served as capital of Andhra State till
1956 when Telangana was merged to
form Andhra Pradesh and the capital
was shifted to Hyderabad.
Leaders from Rayalaseema have

gone to the extent of threatening that
if Kurnool is not made the capital, a
movement for separate statehood to
the region would be launched.
Rayalaseema Parirakshana Samithi
(RPS) leader Byreddy Rajasekhara
Reddy Monday went on a two-day
fast in support of the demand.
Minister of State for Railways

Kotla Suryaprakash Reddy and T G
Venkatesh are making a strong bid
for Kurnool as the new capital.
"Kurnool should be the new capital

Leaders fight over
New capitaL

POLITICAL NEWS
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because Rayalaseema made the
sacrifice in 1956 for a united state
of Telugus," said Venkatesh.
Chinta Mohan, MP from

Tirupati, however wants the temple
town to be the new capital. Tirupati
is located in Chittoor district, one of
the four districts of backward
Rayalaseema region.
However, leaders of more

prosperous south coastal Andhra
and the backward north coastal
Andhra are pitching for their
regions.
Union Tribal Welfare Minister

Kishore Chandra Deo was the first
to demand that coastal city of
Visakhapatnam be made the capital.
Several Congress leaders who come
from north coastal region are
backing the claim.
They argue that Visakhapatnam

as the second most developed city
after Hyderabad is most suitable to
be the capital. They hope this would
also spur development in the region,
comprising three districts of
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam.
But the south coastal region,

comprising six districts, is pitching
for Vijayawada as the new capital.
Union Minister of State for

Petroleum Panabaka Lakshmi has
even claimed that the central
government was preparing to
develop the capital between
Vijayawada and Guntur cities. She
believes Vijayawada-Guntur had all
ingredients for a capital city, and
pointed out that it is also centrally
located in Seemandhra.
Some leaders from south coastal

region are also suggesting Ongole
town in Prakasam district as the
new capital. Vijayawada-Guntur or
Ongole will be at equal distance
from both Rayalaseema and north
coastal Andhra.

FORM IV
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
likely to bag 217 seats, while the

Congress will be reduced to around
73 seats in the coming Lok Sabha
elections.
The BJP led National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) is likely to get 236
seats; while the Congress led United

Progressive Alliance (UPA) may get
92 seats, said a survey.
According to the ABP News-

Nielsen opinion poll conducted in
129 constituencies with 29,252
respondents during February 4 to 15,
BJP alone will get 217 seats while
Congress will be reduced to double
digit at 73. The opinion poll also
projected 10 seats for Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP), 29 for Left parties and
186 seats for others.
The projection said BJPs prime

ministerial candidate Narendra Modi
was the most preferred face with 57
percent of respondents backing him,
while only 18 percent backed Rahul
Gandhi and Arvind Kejriwal was a
distant third with just 3 percent
backing.

BJP ahead Of cOngress
OPINION POLL

POLITICAL NEWS
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The projected BJP tally has
increased by 10 seats compared to the
opinion poll conducted in January by
ABP News-Nielsen.
The NDA is predicted to get a

vote share of 46 percent from western
India and around 38 percent vote
share in northern India.
According to the opinion poll, 46

percent of respondents said price
rise/inflation affects their day to day
lives the most, while 34 percent
identified corruption as the biggest
problem and 18 percent felt
unemployment was a major issue.
It said the BJP was likely to get

around 80 seats of the 88 seats

projected for the NDA in northern
India.
The AAP was likely to get 9 seats

and Congress 17 seats of the 23
projected for the UPA. Other parties
were likely to get 40 seats. There are
151 seats in northern India.
In western India, the BJP is

projected to get 79 seats of the 88
likely to go to the NDA. The
Congress was likely to get 15 seats of
the 22 projected for the UPA and
AAP was likely to get only one seat.
Six seats will go to others. States in
western India together have 116 seats.
The opinion poll said the UPA

would lead marginally with 26 seats

in southern India.
The Congress was to get 23 of the

26 seats projected for the UPA. The
BJP was likely to get 20 seats of the
21 projected for the NDA in southern
states. The Left was likely to get 15
seats while others would get 72 seats.
The southern states have a total of
134 seats.
In eastern India, the opinion poll

said the NDA would lead with 39
seats, with BJP likely to get 38 seats.
The Congress was predicted to get 18
seats of the 21 projected for the UPA,
the Left was likely to get 14 seats and
others would get 68. Eastern India has
142 seats.

BREAK-UP OF THE
PROJECTED SEATS  

NDA : 236
UPA : 92
Left : 29  

Others : 186

PROJECTION OF
SEATS AMONG THE
REGIONAL PARTIES

AIADMK : 19
Trinamool : 29
BJD : 16
BSP : 13

CPI(M) : 18
CPI : 7
DMK : 13
JD(U) : 9
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More than 63 percent of Indians
prefer the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) to lead the next Indian
government rather than the Congress.
According to a survey conducted

by a leading US think tank, Pew
Research Centre, BJP prime
ministerial candidate Narendra Modi
is more popular than Congress vice-
president Rahul Gandhi.
According to the poll, seven-in-

ten Indians are dissatisfied with the
way things are going in India today
and by a margin of more than two-to-
one say the BJP would do a better job
on each of a half dozen challenges
facing the nation -- from combating

corruption to fighting terrorism.
The survey results are based on

face-to-face interviews with 2,464
randomly selected adults across India
between December 7 and January 12.
The margin of error is 3.8 percent.
The survey says dissatisfaction

with recent developments in India is
remarkably widespread among both
BJP supporters and Congress backers;
among young and old; among rich
and poor; and among city dwellers
and rural residents.
Further, support for the BJP is

roughly equal in rural (64 percent) and
urban (60 percent) areas despite
Congress's deep roots in rural India.
The survey reveals a strong desire
among Indians for a change in

leadership and consistent support for
BJP across age groups. According to
the poll, more than 63 percent prefer
the BJP to lead the next Indian
national government. Just 19 percent
pick the Congress. Other parties have
the support of 12 percent of the public.
Roughly 78 percent have a

favourable view of Modi, while 16
percent hold an unfavourable view.
Modi's support is especially high in
the North, and he is seen favourably
in both rural and urban areas and
among high and low income and well
educated and less educated Indians.
Rahul Gandhi is seen favourably

by 50 percent of those surveyed and
unfavourably by 43 percent, the
survey said.

-US think tank

OVER Indians prefer
BJP rule63%

POLITICAL NEWS
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It looks like South Indian film buffsare getting sick of sitting in fleapits
for two-and-a-half hours and makers
are seriously mulling over cutting
down the length of films. Speaking
to a news agency recently, Tamil
actor-filmmaker Lakshmy
Ramakrishnan, who directed 90-
minute-long Tamil drama
‘Aarohanam’, said lengthy stories
were losing their charm.
“When a film is unnecessarily

stretched, it loses its charm. I think
the ideal running time should be
between two and two hours and 15

minutes. Theatre owners welcomed
my film, as it was only 90 minutes
long. A shorter film may also get
maximum shows across the screens
in a multiplex,” she was quoted as
saying.

Akkineni Nagarjuna, who is also
into filmmaking, says that one can
experiment with length. He told a
news agency, “Our films are actually
two hours long, but we include half
an hour of songs and fights. I feel the
story of any film should not be more
than 120 minutes and any addition to
that could be songs or other
commercial toppings.”
It may be remembered that short

and crisp Tamil films such as ‘Pizza’
and ‘Soodhu Kavvum’ had an edge
over biggies like ‘Thalaivaa’ and
‘Alex Pandian’. According to trade
pundits, shorter attention span of
viewers is a growing concern for the
stakeholders of lengthy movies.
“Some filmmakers feel that one

and a half hours is not enough to
justify the money that an audience
spends on a film; therefore, they
make a three-hour-long film. It might
work for a star's films, but not for
smaller films with unfamiliar casts,”
Lakshmi was quoted as saying.
Big-budget Tamil movies like

‘Thalaivaa’, ‘Alex Pandian’ and ‘All
in All Azhagu Raja’ bombed at the
box office whereas smaller films
could make a fortune, thanks to the
shorter running time. ‘Pizza’, a 127-
minute film made on a budget of
Rs.2 crore, did business of over
Rs.15 crore and ‘Soodhu Kavvum’,
a 133-minute Rs.4 crore drama
collected over Rs.25 crore. One-and-
a-half hour-long movie "Neeram",
made on a budget of Rs.2 crore,
earned over Rs.10 crore.

Short is
beautiful
South Indian filmmakers are planning to cut short
their movies as longer movies are finding no takers



The News You Like | March, 201424

THE NEWS BUREAU

Telugu filmdom, the second
largest filmmaking industry in

the country, is likely to be hit by the
division of Andhra Pradesh. Industry
members say that big budget films
are likely to be affected the most.
Movie Artists Association

president, Murali Mohan feels the
bifurcation of the state will result in
huge losses to the industry.
"We have heard that there are

plans to stop the release of films
made by Andhra people in
Telangana. If that happens, it will
result in loss of crores. Telangana has
about 10 districts and by not allowing
release of a film in those places, the
business of the film will be badly
affected," he said.
"I wish to see the industry united,

but for that we need strict laws for
both the states. A film eventually
caters to the audience and how does
it matter to which region the

audience belongs to?" Murali Mohan
added.
According to trade analyst

Trinath, Nizam terroritory
comprising Telangana districts is
crucial for film business. Recent
movies like 'Gabbar Singh' and
'Magadheera' raked in over 60 to 70
percent of its collections from
Nizam. Even distributors in these
areas shell out maximum fee for a
film because the returns are
guaranteed.

division of state to hit
tollywood: Industry

TINSEL TOWN
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"Films cannot even achieve break
even if not released in Telangana
because it has 480 theatres of which
200 are in Hyderabad city alone. Big
budget films will be affected the
most if they are not allowed to
release in Telangana," said Trinath.
"Even if films are allowed to be

released in Telangana, there will be
clauses like 'the film should have
been shot there' or a particular film
'should have been made with equal
percentage of Telangana workforce'
and so on," a producer said.
Telangana, the new state created

out of Andhra Pradesh, will set up a
separate body called Telangana
Cinema Force, to be headed by
filmmaker N Shankar. He wants both
the industries to be united, but he also
wants equal job opportunities for
artists and technicians from
Telangana.
"The industry is dominated by

members from Andhra. We want the
industry to be united, but we seek
equality in employment. Our people
also deserve to be part of the industry
across all departments. So many of
our films have not released so far
because we rarely get theatres in

Andhra," Shankar told a news
agency.
"All these years films from

Telangana were sidelined. Our films
seldom have a big release as the rest

of the state is allocated to big budget
films. It is time to change that. Our
films deserve a wider release too and
we will see to it," he said.
President of Telangana Film

Chamber of Commerce (TFCC), M
Vijayendar Prasad, too feels talent
from Telangana should be promoted.
"All major stars - be it Nagarjuna,

Mahesh Babu or Pawan Kalyan -
belong to Andhra. There is hardly
anybody from Telangana except
actors like Nithin Reddy and
filmmakers like Harish Shankar and
producer Dil Raju. We have so much
talent and they need to be brought
forth," Prasad said.
"Leading producers and studios

also belong to Andhra. For the
benefit of the industry, the Andhra
Pradesh Film Chamber of Commerce
should henceforth be called Telugu
Film Chamber of Commerce," he
added.
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South Indian actress Meena is all set
to make a comeback in Telugu after

a long hiatus. The buxom beauty will be
paired opposite Venkatesh in Telugu
remake of recent Malayalam blockbuster
‘Drishyam’.
Another Malayalam actress Nadia

Moidu also has been roped in to play an
important role.
The film will be canned by Sripriya

and will be produced by D Suresh Babu.
Mohanlal starrer ‘Drishyam’ was a huge
success and it will be remade in all other
south Indian languages.  Sripriya is
currently scouting for locations in Kerala
for the film, which will go on floors from
March, said our sources.
Meena, played the female lead in the

original, and will doing the same in the
yet-to-be titles remake.
Malayam original was directed by

Jeethu Joseph in which Meena essayed
the role of a hapless mother to
perfection.
Meena and Venkatesh previously

worked together in films such as
‘Chanti’ and ‘Abbaigaru’. ‘Drishyam’,
portrays a father's plight to cover up a
murder committed by his family. While
Kamal Haasan will feature in its Tamil
remake, veteran actor Ravichandran will
play the lead in the Kannada version.

Meena to make
a comeback

Yesteryear’s telugu actress Meena will be
paired opposite venkatesh in the remake of

Malayalam blockbuster ‘drishyam’

TINSEL TOWN





It’s an incredible growth story. The boy, who was born in a poor family and discontinued
studies due to financial constraints, now runs one of the biggest textile showroom chains in
twin cities. He is Marri Janardhan Reddy, the proprietor of renowned textile stores JC
Brothers and Chennai Shopping Malls. He shared his success story with The News 

PV PRASAD

How did you start your journey?
Due to financial difficulties, my

father could not pay my college fees.
I did petty jobs and studied till
intermediate. I came to Hyderabad
for livelihood and worked in private
factories in Balanagar. I could not
get a proper job due to lack of
technical knowledge. Then I joined
a cloth shop in 1990. I was paid Rs
1500, but in five years, it was raised
to Rs 30,000.
I learnt about cloth, how and

where it is manufactured and how
much profit is being made in the
business. I found out that they made
100 percent profit. I thought of
opening a shop by reducing the
profit. I learnt the intricacies of
business. In 1995, I opened a

garments shop - Mummy Daddy - in
Malkajgiri. Unfortunately, I incurred
losses and faced many troubles. But
I was not ready to give in.
In 1997, I started Jeans Corner

with the help of a bank loan. It was
a huge success. At that time, the
average cost of jeans was not less

than Rs 399. But I bought denim
cloth for Rs 120 and got it stitched
for Rs 100. I launched a jeans brand
“Men’s Touch” that cost only Rs
299. We made only 20 percent profit
unlike 100 percent charged by
others. We made Rs 2 to 3 lakh
business a day.
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In 2001, along with my brother
Marri Venkat Reddy, I started
another jeans corner in
Dilsukhnagar, which too was a huge
success. Some more brands were
introduced. Since we gave good
quality jeans on par with other
reputed brands, we got good
response.
In 2004, we started JC Brothers.

Later in 2006 we opened a branch at
Ameerpet and in 2007 one more in
Kukatpally. We started Chennai
Shopping Mall in Jan 2, 2009 in
Kukaptpally. It was also a huge
success.
In March 2009, we started in

Patny and in the next three years we
opened more malls. In all, today we
have seven Chennai Shopping
Malls, three JC Brothers and three
Jeans Corners. About 3000 people
are directly employed by us.

Who is your inspiration?
I did not draw inspiration from

anyone. I came to Hyderabad for
livelihood. Unexpectedly I came
into cloth business while searching
for a job.

How do you balance between your
family and business?

Though I’m unable to spend
much time with family, they
understand me completely and
never demand anything. In 2012, I
entered politics. Yet, I have been
able to balance the three.

What is your plan for the next five
years?
We opened two spinning mills.

From ginning to spinning and
weaving, netting, dying and export
processes, we do everything. We
achieved profits in six months while
any other spinning mill takes at least
two years to achieve profit. I want to

provide direct employment for at
least 10,000 people.
Tell us about the service

activities you are taking up.
I want to do something which is

remembered by all, at least in my
place. I performed mass marriages
grandly in Nagarkurnool for 85
couple recently. The couples were
given mangalsutras, clothes and one
almirah each. I provided meals for
30,000 people.
We also started MJR Charitable

Trust in the name of my father M
Jangi Reddy. It provides drinking
water for 72 villages, water
purification plants for 12 villages
and financial help for meritorious
poor students’ education.
I know the problems faced by

the poor. I worked as a helper, room
boy and took up other petty jobs. I
slept on pavement. Now god gave
me strength and capacity to help the
needy. We are planning to start a

medical college and hospital in
Mahabubnagar district to provide
cheap medical aid for poor.

Tell us about your political life?
Actually, I was not interested in

politics. But unexpectedly, I met
Chandrababu Naidu and he
encouraged me to join politics. Thus
I joined Telugu Desam Party in
2012. But soon I realized it was a
wrong decision and quit TDP. 
Later, I joined Telangana

Rashtra Samiti (TRS). I am planning
to contest from Nagarkurnool
Assembly Constituency and serve
the people.

What is your advice to the youth?
I request the youth three things –

concentrate on studies, respect
traditions and don’t expect only to
find government jobs. They should
work hard in the field he or she is
interested, be honest and committed.
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There are new DJs coming up every
day. What is special about you?
It’s true. But I give music that other

people don’t. I redefine music.

What is music?
According to me music is a wellness

therapy. It makes you go calm and it can
cure anything. In fact, music brings you
out of depression.

Why did you choose this as your
career and what inspires you?
Love Love and only love for music

which brought me into this career. I draw
inspiration from new songs (sounds) and
new music.

the self
made DJ

He speaks sparingly but makes
people dance to his music. Pune
born Amit Saxena, who is a self

made DJ, says he is now a complete
Hyderabadi. Insatiable by the

success achieved, this
DJ says “Dil Mange More”

AMIT

The News You Like | March, 201430

FOCUS



Did you undergo any training?
No. Passion for music and

experience made me what I am
today. You can say I am a self made
DJ.

Tell us about some of your best
performances?
Oh my god, it is difficult to rate.

Yet, I can say some of my best
performances are associated with
IPL, Times, IBL, CLT 20 and
Champions League.

What do you do to keep yourself
update and relate yourself with the
changing trends and demands of
the party goers?
I listen to lots of local music,

keep myself update with new music
and the coming thing and try to put
in my music to create new sounds.

There is a general impression that
DJs facilitate or promote certain
illegal things such as drugs? How
far is it true and whom do you
blame for creating this kind of
impression?
I don't think it is correct to

generalize and link such a thing to all
the DJs. May be a few DJs who are
not professional but still try to pull
crowds for their performances resort
to such things. Such unprofessional
behavior of a few people brings
disgrace sometimes.

How good is your profession in
terms of earnings?
It is very good. One can be

assured of decent earnings provided
the DJ has talent and is a thorough
professional.

You must have travelled lot of
places as part of your profession.
Where does Hyderabad stand
compared to other metros and
cosmopolitan cities?

Well, Hyderabad is on top when
it comes to Tollywood music.

Tell us about yourself - family,
friends and studies?
I am born and brought up in

Pune. But now complete Hyderabadi
since I am here for the last 12 years.
My wife, who heads HR Department
in one of the best IT companies, is
from this city and Hyderabad has
given me everything I dreamt of.

What do you suggest to the people
interested in becoming DJs?
First of all, you should have great

passion for music. Then you should

learn the skills of DJ from any good
institute and then take an internship
as a trainee. Over a period, one can
master the art.

You say Hyderabad has given you
everything. How do you
reciprocate?
I make it a point not to charge for

my performances where events are
organized in support of a cause by
schools, colleges and NGOs.

Are you satisfied with your
success?
Well, I can only say, “Dil Mange

More”
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We hear you believe in the concept
that a businessman should choose
the industry according to his
passion and not based on return on
investments. This means you are
passionate about vending
machines. Tell us how did you
develop passion for vending
machines?
Basically, I had a passion for

business and that passion drove me
to step into vending machine
industry. This idea occurred to me
after I observed in many offices the
pain involved in entertaining the
guests and visitors. The office staff
had to go to the pantry and prepare
coffee or tea and serve it to the guests
that wasted precious time of both the
business house as well as the guests.
It was then I thought of finding a

solution for the problem and help

The Coffee
MOGHUL
I

t’s not just a business for vending mogul
ghOuse MOhIuddIn of café desire. It’s his passion too.
One of the biggest sellers of hot beverage vending
machines in India, his name has become synonym of

hot coffee in the offices and business houses. the news
caught up with the baron of hot beverages.
excerpts from the interview:
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business houses reduce their time on
serving coffee or tea. I was fortunate
to get a good product which was
appreciated by all. And we are going
great since then.

If you have to choose tea or coffee,
what would you prefer?
Any time, coffee.

How has been your business
journey so far?
Initially, I had to face many

challenges. But I could overcome all
of them since I love to challenge the
challenges. Insha Allah, we are now
doing well.

Did it ever occur to you that you
should have chosen some other
business?
Not at all. It never happened to

me.

Did any of your friends criticize
about the line of business
you have chosen?
Ha.. Ha... I take

criticism as a blessing. I
am proud of what I am
doing and I do it
with passion. I
am in such a line
where people
need us every
morning, afternoon
and evening.

There are other players in this
industry. So, what is your USP
that keeps you on the top?
Quality coupled with

understanding the tastes of the
people and recognizing the changing
tastes from time to time holds key to
the success. We understand food and
beverages business is regional
centric. We are ahead of other
players in understanding the fact
that people in north India like mild

coffee
while
south

Indians like
bitter coffee.

What are your expansion plans
and where do you see yourself in
next five years?
Well, when people think of

coffee, they should think of Café
Desire. If there is a desire for coffee,
it should be Café Desire. I want to
take this to the top and make it a
household brand in the next five
years.

You must be busy with your

business expansion plans. How do
you balance between business and
family?
I prioritize and keep both ends

going and growing together.

What are your hobbies?
I am avid reader, swimming and

tasting coffee wherever I come
across.

Do you prefer hot or cold
beverages?
Of course hot.

What keeps you on top - your
people, product or process?
It is undoubtedly my people.
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MASTER
BAR CHEF

Bartending used to be a second occupation or transitional work for students.
This however is changing around the world and bartending has become a
profession by choice rather than necessity.  Giving it a more professional
colour, Mr KRISHNA CHAITANYA NADELLA of Hyderabad has started the first
international bartending school in India. Speaking to THE NEWS, Nadella
says, his institute provides an opportunity to learn all the bartending skills
needed to start working behind any of the coolest or hottest cocktail bars.

Institute offering courses in bar
tending is a novel concept. What
prompted you to start this?
The course content did not

comprise all the aspects of bar

management during the days when I
was pursuing my graduation in hotel
management. After graduation, I
realized that I was just a jack and not
a master. So, I had to go to Singapore

for super specialization.
Since everyone can’t afford to go

to Singapore to master the art of
beverages mixing, I wanted to offer
training in the art of bar management
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and bartending on par with
international standards.

Is this kind of training really
required?
Yes. You need to have the

knowledge of different types of
beverages such as alcoholic and non-
alcoholic, how they are produced, the
ratio in which they should be mixed
and used to make a nice cocktail or
mocktail. You can do this only if you
are well trained in bartending.

What is mocktail and how many
types of mocktails are available?
Mocktail is mix of two or more

juices or syrups. Two or three
different types of non-alcoholic
beverages are mixed. When it comes
to varieties, there are over 1000
mocktails.

Who give training in your
institute?
Well, I am the master trainer,

while Mr Praveen is the super trainer.
He is one of the internationally
trained trainers. I created my own
replica in Praveen who is the first
student of my institute.
Praveen is the first Indian to

represent the country at the 21st
bartending competitions and stood
1st runner-up. It was a shock for
other participants to see an Indian
taking part in the competitions.

Do people trained by you get jobs?
Yes, they do get jobs. We have a

separate placement cell which not
only takes care of finding placement
for our students, but it takes care of
their careers.

How is the response for the
training?
It’s really encouraging. We don't

issue the certificate just because we
get fee. The students have to earn the

certificate by clearing exhausting
exams – theory and practical.

What are the courses on offer?
Well, there are many. Though

there are courses ranging from one
week to one year, we concentrate
mainly on two courses. One is Bar
Management with duration of nine
months and the second one is Bar
Master, where students are trained in
professional bartending for a period
of three months.  We charge Rs
50,000 for Bar Management and Rs
25000 for Bar Master course.

Who is eligible to join your
institute?
One needs understand and speak

English and should have passed SSC
to join the course.

How many students passed out of
your institute?
More than 1000 youngsters are

born out of this institute and most of
them have been placed nationally
and internationally.

Bar tending is still looked down
upon by a majority of our society.
How do you react to that?
Well, I call a bartender as a chef

of the bar. Bartender is the person

who makes magic out of his fingers
and satisfies the customers with his
mocktails.

What inspires you to go great in
this industry?
I draw inspiration from the

satisfied customers. I prefer to see the
warm factor in customer’s eyes when
bartenders trained by my institute
serve mocktail for them. Also, I want
my students should never ask
customers the name of mocktail they
want, but serve them exactly the
flavor they desire to have.

What are your future plans?
By the end of next year, I am

planning to fan out my branches
across the south. My students will
handle the branches the way I trained
them. We are also planning to get
recognition from International
Bartending Association.

Before signing off, tell us whether
you are in any way related to the
new Microsoft chief Satya Nadella,
because both of your surnames are
one and the same.
Not at all. But I wish to see my

institute on top just like the IT giant
Microsoft, which is now headed by
our Hyderabadi.
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D BAL REDDY

With the rugged looks of a
seasoned farmer and the aura

of a dedicated and charismatic leader,
he sits on his chair in the elegant
chamber of his office in the busy
business hub of Abids in the state
capital. And when he speaks about his
political career, present stint and life
as a whole, he turns articulate and up
to the point.
K Veera Reddy has just finished

one year of his tenure as the president
of Andhra Pradesh Co-op Bank Ltd
(APCOB) and is happy about the way
things are moving. APCOB, which
was set up in 1963, is first in the
country in many aspects today.
“It may be a mere coincidence,

but I took charge as the president
during APCOB’s 50th anniversary. I
could bring in a lot of improvement
in the last one year.  We have 626
branches all over the state and all are
working well. We had made a profit
of Rs 70 crores last year and this year
we expect over Rs 100 crores,” Veera
Reddy says.
Veera Reddy has also saved

ACOB’s manpower crisis. “First time
in the last 20 years, we recruited
hundreds of young and well-qualified
candidates to fill the existing
vacancies. While there are 62 new

managers, a total of 153 people have
been taken in as staffers. This has
solved the long-pending issue of
manpower crunch,” there is a spark of
satisfaction in Veera Reddy’s eyes
when he explains.
“Most importantly, the

recruitments were conducted online
through Institute of Banking
Personnel Selection (IBPS) thus
preventing any malpractice in the
selection process. This is the first time
in the country that a cooperative bank
is conducting recruitment this way.
I’m happy that only well-qualified
and deserving candidates have been
appointed,” says Veera Reddy.
Over the past one year, a lot of

infrastructural development has also
been taken place in branches across
the state. “We set up eight new ATMs
and renovated six branches. Plans are
afoot to open 20 more branches in the
near future,” he explains.
The bank disbursed total loan

amount of about Rs 10,598 crores last
year. “This year we are planning to
give away a total of Rs 12,000 crores
towards crop loans out of which Rs
8,000 has already been distributed,”
Veera Reddy says.  
“We are taking new farmers into

our fold and also provide long-term
loans for dairy farms, poultry farms,
tractors, horticulture etc. The

MessIah Of
the Masses
Extending support to poor farmers across the state, APCOB president
K Veera Reddy is a man with a mission. He leaves no stone unturned to
make sure every deserving farmer gets financial backing from the bank
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maximum amount of such loan is Rs 8 lakh per individual.
We also provide gold loans,” says Veera Reddy.
APCOB keeps a tab on District Cooperative (DC)

Banks as well. “We have introduced nodal system to
monitor the functioning of DC banks. Two APCOB
officers supervise the DC administration,” he proudly
explains.
With a lot of things to make sure - CDF funds to banks,

zero interest loans to farmers, instant disbursal of loans,
new products, core banking solutions and what not – Veera
Reddy is as busy as a bee. “About 150 ATMs will be
introduced this year. This will ensure hassle-free
transactions and also avoid interference of middlemen,”
he says adding, “Ours is not an easy job.  But we will
overcome all hurdles by the grace of God and also the
cooperation of all and sundry. This is a competitive world
and we need to do our best to be a step ahead.”
He is thankful to the Congress party for reviving and

strengthening the cooperative movement in the country.
“The cooperative segment was almost defunct till 2004.
But now it is very active and plays a crucial role in
supporting poor farmers across the country. It involves a
lot of challenges but we are trying to keep up the
momentum,” Veera Reddy says.
About the political leaders who heap promises and

offer freebies just ahead of polls, Veera Reddy is skeptical.
“It’s highly impossible for these leaders to fulfill all their
false poll promises,” he laughs.
The man who was unanimously elected president of

Mahbubnagar DC bank and again the president of
APCOB, Veera Reddy is a farmer to the core. Plunging
into active politics as a student, Veera Reddy has been
loyal to the Congress party till date though there was a
moment of hurt at some point of time in the past. Since he
was elected as senate member of Osmania University way
back in 1973, Veera Reddy has never looked back. In 1976
he was elected Mahbubnagar district president of the
Youth Congress and in 1978 he was elected Congress
MLA.  Though he lost elections in 1985, he again won the

Assembly seat in 1989. Though he was denied tickets in
1999 and 2004, Veera Reddy was never disappointed. In
2009, he was elected Mahbubnagar DC bank president and
then the president of APCOB, all thanks to the strong
support of Minister DK Aruna. “Aruna said I alone could
manage APCOB and encouraged me. I got elected
unanimously to the post. To be frank, Aruna has taken a
lot of pain to see me in the post,” says Veera Reddy.
A law graduate from the Osmania University, farming

is his passion. “In my free time, I visit my fields, spend
time with my cattle and feed my chicken. Agriculture is
my world,” he smiles.
With one son and two daughters, Veera Reddy is out

and out a family man. He also visited many foreign
countries with his family over the years.
Now with separate Telangana state becoming a reality,

Veera Reddy is wary about its future. “Fifsty six years of
struggle has finally yielded results.  But whoever comes
to power should concentrate on the development issues
alone. There are several issues that need to be addressed
urgently. If all the resources in Telangana are used
properly, it can be the number one state in the country,”
he says.
And with the general elections round the corner, does

he have any plan to contest the elections? “I’m happy with
the party. I leave it all to the party,” Veera Reddy signs off
with a disarming smile. 
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The liquor syndicate scam is back in
headlines as the Andhra Pradesh
High Court directed the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) to
investigate all liquor syndicate cases

against legislators on a war footing.
The high court’s directive comes

in the wake of two public interest
pleas that accuse legislators and
some high profile people of
conniving with liquor syndicates and
ruining the health of the people as
well as the exchequer.
The court also fumed at the

government for issuing a memo in

1999 making it mandatory for the
ACB to conduct only a preliminary
enquiry against elected
representatives even though a prima
facie case could be made out.
Finding fault with the

government for issuing the memo,

high court bench comprising Chief
Justice Kalyan Jyoti Sengupta and
Justice P V Sanjay Kumar said, “You
don't have the authority of law to do
such things. You brought it only to
shield the accused. This memo is
absolutely unconstitutional.”
The bench also directed the

counsel representing the government
to show them the law that enables a

state to issue such protective memo.
The 1999 memo requires the

ACB to conduct only a preliminary
enquiry against elected
representatives and refer the matter
to an advisory committee, which
would decide the next course of
action. Ironically, the government did
not form the committee in the last 15
years.  
Because of the memo, the ACB

did not go deep against the elected
representatives including some
ministers. However, the high court
ordered the ACB to probe the cases
against elected representatives and
submit a report within six months.
The court also imposed

restrictions on the transfer of the
probe team and made it clear that it
would closely monitor the case.
The court also found fault with

the government for inviting
explanation of the accused public
servants in response to the probe
agency’s request for prosecution
permission. "The state has no
business seeking explanations. You
cannot play the role of a judge. You
have to take a decision on sanction
for prosecution within three months
from now on all such cases pending
with you,” the court said.
It may be recalled the ACB had

found as many as 1115 officials of
prohibition and excise, police and a
couple of other departments apart
from 138 private persons were
involved in the liquor syndicate
scandal.

HC fumes at government
LIQUOR SCAM

Orders probe against elected representatives
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Adulteration of milk across the
country has become a common

practice causing serious health
problems over a period of time. And
the administration is reluctant to act
tough because of rampant corruption
and weak laws.
Acting tough on rampant milk

adulteration, the Supreme Court on
February 27 gave the Centre a two-
week ultimatum to specify whether
an amendment will be carried out to
make the offence punishable by life
imprisonment.
Terming the situation "very, very

serious" the apex court said it would
be foolish to go lightly on
adulterators just because no grievous
illness or death has been reported
immediately after someone drinks
milk laced with white paint, caustic
soda, detergent, shampoo, urea,
starch and blotting paper.
"The poisoning in the body is

gradual and once it happens people
think they are afflicted with cancer
and nobody blames milk. Are you
waiting for them to add cyanide in
milk? Only then instant death will be
caused for you to take action," a
bench of Justices K.S.
Radhakrishnan and Vikramjit Sen
asked the lawyer for Centre and
states.
"A proper amendment enhancing

the punishment from present six
months under the Food Safety and
Standards Authority Act (FSSA) is
necessary in the larger public interest
so that such type of crimes could be

curbed to a large extent," the court
said.
The court suggested an

amendment in law after the Uttar
Pradesh government said that they
faced a hurdle in prosecuting

adulterators under the Indian Penal
Code and seeking their life
imprisonment after the Allahabad
High Court ruled in 2010 that the IPC
cannot be invoked when the FSSA
should prevail.
Anurag Tomar, the lawyer for the

petitioner in the PIL, argued that
"Only an amendment of the law
would be the effective way out, given
the confusion and contradiction."
While the apex court found from

the status reports filed by Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand
that adulteration was rampant in
these states, Delhi claimed that there
was no adulteration of milk in the

Capital.
Appearing for Delhi, additional

solicitor general Mohan Jain said that
out of 425 samples collected between
January 1, 2012 and January 31 this
year, 31 samples were found to be

sub-standard (only deficient in milk
fat and milk solids) but no "synthetic
material like urea, plastic, refined oil,
starch were found in them."
The SC took serious note of

contradictory affidavits filed by
Uttarakhand and Maharashtra. One
claimed no adulteration, while the
other - filed by some other
department or independent surveyor
- found rampant adulteration. The
court has sought affidavits from both
the states.
On January 30 certain states put

forward a ludicrous argument that the
menace seems to be growing because
the cows are eating plastic.

Sc wants life imprisonment
for milk adulterators
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Awhopping 20 percent Indians
are victims of online phishing

attacks, reveals a recent survey.
According to the third annual

Microsoft Computing Safer Index
(MCSI) survey, the annual
worldwide impact of phishing and
various forms of identity theft could
be as high as $5 billion-worth, with
the cost of repairing damage to
peoples’ online reputation is much
higher at nearly $6 billion.
The company surveyed more

than 10,000 consumers globally.

Phishing is the act of attempting to
acquire information such as
usernames, passwords, and credit
card details (and sometimes,
indirectly, money) by masquerading
as a trustworthy entity in an
electronic communication.
“The Internet touches our lives

every day. But how cautious are we
about monitoring our online presence
and taking note of our own
vulnerabilities? There are many
things you can do to stay safer
online,” says Prakash Kumar,
National Technology Officer,
Microsoft India Private Limited.
Google India has launched a

nationwide campaign - Good to
Know – to mark the Safer Internet
Day, to raise awareness about staying
safe online.
We want to equip millions of new

Internet users in India with the
knowledge and tools needed to
become responsible digital citizens,”
Chetan Krishnaswamy, country head
- public policy, Google India said.
“Internet safety begins with

exercising meaningful choices when
online, having an open conversation
about it with our families, and
teaching them the basics such as
using strong, unique passwords and
not sharing personal information.” 

IndIans vIctIMs Of
OnlIne PhIshIng20%
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Even as the union home ministry sought a report
from the Maharashtra government on the

repeated parole granted to Bollywood actor Sanjay
Dutt, the Bombay High Court on February 25
slammed the state government for repeated parole
extensions granted to the actor.
Sanjay Dutt has been lodged in the Yerawada

Central Jain in Pune after being convicted in the
1993 Bombay serial blasts case. His parole was
recently extended till March 21 by the Pune
Divisional Commissioner on the ground of his wife
Manyata's ill-health.
While hearing a PIL against the extension of

parole to the actor, a division bench of the high
court comprising Justices N H Patil and V L
Achliya said, “"This type of diligence is not shown
for all convicts. Why does the state government
adopt a casual approach when the convict is a
common man? We have seen in many cases
convicts approach us stating their parole and
furlough applications are not decided for months
together and then we have to interfere and direct for
their pleas to be processed."
"The medical report says Manyata is suffering

from TB and requires treatment at home and that
she may require surgery in future. There are cases
where convicts who are themselves suffering from
cancer and other life threatening diseases are not
granted parole," Justice Achliya said after perusing
the report.
"We are not saying that his wife is not that ill as

it is made out to be. Pain and suffering is equal to
all. But the discrimination is done by the state
government," observed Justice Patil.
The court also directed the state chief secretary

to form a committee comprising senior home, law

parole for Sanjay Dutt
Bombay HC slams
Maharashtra government

NATIONAL NEWS
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With the general elections round
the corner, Indian security

agencies have a serious reason to
worry as dreaded Pakistani terrorist
and founder of Jaish-e-Mohammed

(JeM) Maulana Masood Azhar is
reportedly planning to launch suicide
attacks during election rallies.
Masood Azhar, one of the three

terrorists released by India to end the
Kandahar hijack in 1999, is also
planning a plane hijack from smaller

airfields, reports said.
During a recent rally in

Muzaffarabad in Pakistan occupied
Kashmir, Masood had said that he
has a team of suicide bombers ready
to attack India, intelligence reports
said.
"There are 313 fidayeen (suicide

bombers) in this gathering and if a
call is given the number will go up to
3,000," Masood said while
addressing the gathering through
phone. A telephone was held next to
a microphone which broadcast his
comments to loudspeakers, an eye
witness said.
Earlier reports had claimed that

Azhar had vowed to eliminate
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi if he becomes Prime Minister.
Azhar was arrested in Kashmir in

1994 while travelling on a forged
Portuguese passport. India freed him
and two other jailed Pakistani
militants in 1999 in return for 155
passengers held hostage in an Indian
Airlines aircraft that was hijacked to
southern Afghanistan.

and judiciary department officials,
representatives of jail administration
and other competent officers to
suggest amendments to the rules and
procedure related to screening of
parole and furlough applications.
The court also criticised the fact

that while Sanjay Dutt was granted
parole for a bond of Rs 5,000, others
would be charged much higher.
"In every other case we have seen

bond of Rs 10,000, Rs 15,000 and Rs
20,000 is levied and poor convicts
approach the high court seeking for
the bond amount to be lowered.
Suddenly in this case you have come
down to Rs 5,000. The authorities
should exercise their discretion
properly," the court said.

The union home ministry has
asked the state government to clarify
whether Sanjay Dutt was accorded
any special privileges while accepting
his parole request thrice within eight
months since he was lodged in the
Jail. He has been sentenced to serve

the remaining 42 months of his five-
year prison term after he was found
guilty in the 1993 Mumbai bomb
blasts. The actor returned to prison on
May 18, 2013, and subsequently was
granted parole on several occasions,
creating a controversy.

We are not saying that Sanjay
Dutt’s wife is not that ill as it is
made out to be. Pain and suffering
is equal to all. But the
discrimination is done by the state
government.

JUSTICE N H PATIL,
Bombay High Court

JeM tO strIKe electIOn
rallIes In IndIa
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City’s art and craft village, Shilparamam, had
a unique celebration in the first week of

February. A wide array of Bengali artifacts and
crafts including Batik, Kantha stitch, hand-
painted and block printed sarees, wood works,
embroidered kurtas and other garments,
Patachitra, Dokras, sea shell ornaments, jute
bags, chappals, jewellary, mats from Sabang,
Midnapore and many more were on display,
presenting an amazing sight.

Bengal’s beautieS

the colourful exhibition, rupasi Bangla held at shilparamam,
brought together Bengali crafts, culture and cuisine on a platter

CULTURAL NEWS
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It was Rupasi Bangla, a festival of Bengali crafts,
culture and cuisine, organised by Swayambhar NARI,
Kolkata in association with Shilparamam and Youth
advancement, Tourism and Cultural Department,
Government of Andhra Pradesh.
The festival was inaugurated by G N Rao, Special

Officer, Shilparamam. Addressing a gathering, he said
every place had unique cultural ethos and
Shilparamam aimed to bring different cultures to one
place.
Swayambhar NARI (Non-formal Action Research

Institute) is a Kolkata-based voluntary organization
from Shantiniketan. It aims at empowering socio-
economically confronted people by constructing a
financially independent and stable system in place for
them. It helps poor artisans who can’t market their
own products.
Designer and artist mats were highlights of the

festival. Those light weight mats woven from Golden
Grass are unique and are painstakingly woven by
artisans. To make one mat it takes two artisans and six
months of time. They are so unique that whatever the
design you want, it can be done even with your own
photograph.
About 20 stalls exhibited and sold Bengal Crafts

and artifacts while a photo exhibition on eco-tourism
was also held. Paresh Kumar and his team presented
an enchanting Chou dance originated from Purulia,
Bengal. Then there was mask dance of Mahisasur
Badh to entertain the visitors. 
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Over 70 million patients in India
are afflicted with one of more

than 7,000 rare diseases, according to
the Organisation for Rare Diseases in
India (ORDI). The organization,
launched on February 18, attempts to
make rare diseases in India
diagnosable and treatable.
"There is a genetic origin for at

least 80 percent of rare diseases and
in 50 percent of cases the onset
occurs in childhood. Rare diseases
also include rare cancers,
autoimmune diseases, congenital
malformations and infectious
diseases," said Vijay Chandru,
founder member of ORDI.
He added that since a majority of

these diseases lack proper diagnosis,
ORDI will empower the patients and
their families by providing access to
national and international resources
to ensure a good quality of life.
"This would also mean the

development and delivery of
affordable diagnostics and treatments
for rare diseases through innovative
collaborations and partnerships
among multiple stakeholders," he
added.
According to health experts, a lot

needs to be done at the policy level
to address the needs of patients with
rare diseases, and that the absence of

a budget allocation is a bottleneck in
developing a quality healthcare
delivery mechanism for rare disease
patients in India.
"Patients suffer physically,

mentally and financially as families
approach various hospitals seeking
diagnosis. Even after proper
diagnosis, there is little hope for cure.
It is in this context, ORDI has an
important role to play in pooling
together expertise, efforts, and
resources to help patients and health
professionals share information,"
said another founder member,
Prasanna Shirol.

Over 70 mn indians
suffering rare diseases

Rare diseases also include rare cancers, autoimmune
diseases, congenital malformations and infectious diseases

The News You Like | March, 201446

NATIONAL NEWS



The News You Like | March, 2014 47

THE NEWS BUREAU

It all resembles a fable. In aheartrending incident, two
brothers have been searching for
their long-lost sister, hoping to find
her one fine day.
In fact, the brothers - the United

Arab Emirates (UAE) citizens - are

on the lookout for their half sister,
who was born in India 40 years
ago.
According to Ibrahim Abdulla,

who lives in Khorfakkan area in
Sharjah, three years before his
father's death, he had told them that
he had a daughter in India but he
had failed to find her, said a report
in Khaleej Times.

According to the
report, Abdulla said his
father was worried that he
had not fulfilled his
responsibility as a father.
It was at the same

time the brothers read a
news report that a 40-
year-old lady was in

search of her father, who had died.
The brothers intensified their
search after reading the report.
He said that their father told

them that he married an Indian
woman during a visit to India.
Months after his return to the

UAE, he learnt from people who
knew him and his Indian wife that
she had given birth to a girl and that
his daughter's name is Fatima.
He travelled to India many

times but could not track down his
wife and daughter as they relocated
to another place. Abdulla said their
father had been so worried that he
would die without seeing his
daughter that he had sleepless
nights.
He said that his brother Ahmed,

who lives in London now, and his
sisters are keen to find their Indian
half sister. The two brothers had
visited India several times in search
of their sister, said the report.
They also contacted the Dubai

Police after reading reports about
an Indian woman who came to the
UAE after 40 years to search for
her father, who had by that time
died.
But the woman said that she

belonged to another family living
in another emirate.

Uae bros search for
indian sister

In a moving incident, two brothers from uae are in search
of their half sister who was born in India 40 years ago

GLOBAL NEWS
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Here is important news for doctors
and patients suffering from

blood pressure (BP) that the BP
reading should be taken in both arms,
instead of the present system of
measuring BP using one arm, to
ensure better cardiovascular health.
The difference in inter arm

systolic blood pressure - where both
arms are used for BP reading - has
been linked to greater risk of future
cardiovascular events.
Measuring inter arm blood

pressure involves taking two
readings, one for each arm. Increased
inter arm systolic blood pressure
differences are defined as 10 mmHg
or greater.

An increased inter arm systolic
blood pressure difference was found
to be present in nearly 10 percent of
individuals in a community-based
study. The difference is associated
with an increased risk for incident
cardiovascular events, independent of
traditional cardiovascular risk factors,
the researchers found.
As many as 3,390 participants

aged 40 years and older, free of
cardiovascular disease at baseline,
were examined as part of the
community based study conducted in
the United States.
The researchers found that

participants with higher inter arm
systolic blood pressure differences
were at a much higher risk for future
cardiovascular events than those with

less than a 10mm Hg difference
between arms.
The researchers also found that

participants with elevated inter arm
blood pressure difference were older,
had a greater prevalence of diabetes
mellitus, higher systolic blood
pressure and a higher total cholesterol
level.
The researchers suggest doctors

should consider including blood
pressure readings in both arms in
order to get the most accurate
readings possible and detect any
differences in inter arm blood
pressure. Even modest differences in
clinically-measured systolic blood
pressures in the upper extremities
reflect an increase in cardiovascular
risk.

Measure BP in
both arms: Study

HEALTH NEWS
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Beware! Feeding pigeons could
lead to compromising your

health and hygiene of the
surrounding area.
Feeding birds is slowly turning

into a new fad. Be it the space under
flyovers, or the path for pedestrians

and even roads - they have become
places for people to throw food.
Besides dirtying the place, the flocks
of flapping pigeons can cause
nuisance and most importantly, pose
health concerns.
"The exposure to accumulations

of pigeon droppings can cause an
allergic reaction called the 'Bird
Fancier's disease' - an acute
respiratory infection affecting the
lungs of an individual," a respiratory

medicine expert says.
The disease is characterised

by dry cough, breathlessness,
fatigue and could also lead to fever.
"Diagnosing the problem

becomes very difficult. Such
symptoms of dry cough and
breathlessness are often attributed to
asthma, but if there is an exposure to

pigeon droppings then the patients
should mention it," said the expert.
"I have been coming here for a

long time now and it has become a
habit," Kumar, who feeds the birds
every morning at the Goshamahal
Police Stadium, said.
Sarita, in her late 30s said:

"Goodwill is one thing, but I like to
watch the birds feeding and rarely do
we get to see such gatherings."
Another respiratory medicine

expert warned that caution should be
exercised while feeding pigeons as
sometimes the infection from
droppings can turn as severe as
pneumonia.
People can also get fungal
infections like Histoplasmosis and
Cryptoccosis that spreads from
old and dry droppings.
"Histoplasmosis is transmitted

to humans by airborne fungus
spores from soil contaminated by
pigeon and starling droppings.
While cryptoccosis is typically
found in accumulations of
droppings around roosting and
nesting sites," the expert said.
Doctors advise that the

droppings should be cleaned
immediately. It is also highly
recommended that people
cleaning it should take preventive
measures and the droppings
should be collected in garbage
bags and disposed.
Like the feeders, the sweepers

who clean these roads are equally
ignorant about the adverse effects so
no preventive measures are taken.
Besides the effect on human

health and environment, bird experts
claim that such feedings disturb the
bird ecosystem.
The lack of study on the effect of

bird feeding is largely attributed to
ignorance among the people, but
experts claim the issue has to be
taken seriously at the earliest. 

pigeon feeding
can be harmful
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Apotent chemical substance in
garlic neutralises resistant

bacteria by paralysing their
communication system, thus
strengthening our immune system,
says a promising research.
Ajoene - the substance present in

garlic - specifically prevents the
bacteria from secreting the toxin
rhamnolipid which destroys white
blood cells in the body.
“White blood cells are

indispensable because they play a
crucial role in the immune defense
system - not only warding off
infection but also killing bacteria,”
said Tim Holm Jakobsen, from
University of Copenhagen, Germany.
When bacteria clump together in

what is known as biofilm - where
they surround themselves with a
tough film of organic materials - they
become resistant to antibiotics.
"Ajoene supports and improves

treatment with conventional
antibiotics. We have clearly

demonstrated the effect of them
together on biofilm cultivated in the
laboratory and in trials involving
mice,” added Jakobsen. Combination
treatment with ajoene and antibiotics
kills more than 90 percent of the
normally virulent biofilm.
“If we are to win the race against

bacteria, we need to bring new
antibiotics into play. Nature is a great
starting point for developing
medicines - two-thirds of all new
pharmaceuticals are based on natural
substances,” said Jakobsen.

Garlic kills
deadly bacteria
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There have been inventions which
enable cars run on bio-fuel,

electric batteries and with solar
energy. But car maker Hyundai USA
has announced a new vehicle that is
fueled by processed sewage.
The new Tucson Fuel Cell

crossover vehicle runs on hydrogen
gas derived from excreta. For this
innovative move, Hyundai looked at

scientists working at University of
California Irvine. They were busy
converting waste from toilets and
sinks into hydrogen. The researchers
from the National Fuel Cell Research
Centre at University of California
Irvine separated solids from water,
fed to microbes that turned it into
methane and CO2. They then filtered
some of methane gas and piped into
a special device.
This hydrogen goes directly into

a public pump for refueling vehicles,
said media reports. According to
Hyundai USA, this vehicle can
achieve better range and refuel faster
than battery electric vehicles.
This technology would be of

immense help for developing
countries including India since the
sewage has not only been going waste
but also causing serious pollution
triggering health problems, experts
said.

Hyundai announces
car that runs on sewage
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The world's first solar powered
aircraft, Solar Impulse, capable

of flying day and night is all set to
land in India about a year from now.
"Solar Impulse will land in India

in April 2015 and will be the first
ever day and night abled solar
powered aircraft to do so," Solar
Impulse CEO Andre Borschberg
said.

He said it is for the first time in
history that an airplane has
succeeded in flying day and night,
powered by nothing but solar energy.
The aircraft is powered by

12,000 solar cells and flies in the
dark by reaching high altitudes
during the day and gliding
downward over long distances at
night. It uses no fossil fuels.
"The light solar plane flies at

around 70 km per hour and is

especially sensitive to air
turbulence," Borschberg told a news
agency.
"Solar Impulse that weighs 2,740

kg is an attempt to push the envelope
as far as research and innovation are
concerned in areas such as
renewable energy and materials
research. It is also a powerful
educational tool, encouraging young
minds to unleash their imagination,"
Borschberg added.

Solar plane
in India soon
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State-run Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) has designed and built a maiden crew

module for the human spaceflight programme in
the future. The module was delivered to Indian
space agency on February 13.

HAL chairman R K Tyagi said that "The first
module will be equipped with systems required
to support crew, navigation, guidance and control
systems by the space agency in its upcoming
launch vehicle - GSLV-Mark III."

HAL's aerospace division general manager
Jeykar Vedamanickam delivered the crew
module structure to the Indian Space Research
Organsiation's (ISRO) research and development
director John P. Zachariah at the Vikram
Sarabhai space centre in Thiruvananthapuram.

ISRO plans to launch the country's most
powerful rocket - Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch (GSLV-Mark III) for an experimental
flight in April from its spaceport at Sriharikota,
about 80 km from northeast of Chennai.

Measuring around 42 metres, the advanced
version of the heavy rocket will have a lift-off
weight of 630 tonnes and can carry four-tonne
class satellites into the geostationary transfer
orbit, about 36,000 km above earth.

India's maiden manned mission is still at a
promising stage, as space scientists are studying
the critical technologies required for the
ambitious project, including the crew module and
crew escape system.

"As a long-standing partner, we have been
contributing to the Indian space programmes
such as the maiden Mars mission for which we
have provided fuel tanks, structural assemblies
and cryogenic engine stage in the GSLV-D5
rocket that was launched on November 5, 2013
carrying the Orbiter to the red planet," Tyagi
said in the statement.

HAL builds crew
module for ISRO
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This may sound weird but it is true.
Doctors in Brazil have removed a 44-

year-old foetus from an 84-year-old
woman. It was discovered when the
woman approached a hospital in
Tocantins state in Brazil complaining
intense stomach pain. Subsequent
examinations revealed a 'stone baby' in
her womb, reported Daily Mail.

A 'stone baby' is a rare phenomenon
in which the foetus grows and then dies
outside of the uterus. With the body
unable to rid itself of it, the dead foetus
is instead covered in calcium as a means
of protection, resulting in the “stone

baby”. The woman reportedly told
doctors that she became pregnant more
than 40 years ago but suffered pain
during the pregnancy, and visited a
healer for help.

After taking what he had given her,
“her stomach didn’t grow any more, the
baby stopped moving, and she thought it
had been aborted”, a gynaecologist at
the hospital was quoted as saying.

The gynaecologist said X-rays
revealed “the face, the bones of the
arms, of the legs, the ribs, and the spine”
of the foetus, which is believed to have
died between 20 and 28 weeks. The
woman reportedly told doctors she did
not want the foetus removed.

44-yr-old foetus removed
from 84-yr-old woman
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At a time when one strives hard to
keep the job he has in hand,

Jubanashwa Mishra begs to be
different.
He changed 28 jobs in 28 weeks,

travelling more than 15,000 miles
across India.
During his mad rush changing

jobs, Mishra worked as a
photographer, a teacher, a film
executive, an emotional support
consultant and a river rafting guide.
According to Daily Mail, the 29-

year-old started the project in May
2013 after leaving his job as a
software engineer in Chennai
because he was not passionate about
it.
He said he hoped the challenge

would inspire youngsters to explore
their own passion and discover a
profession they really want to do,
reports the Mail.
He was quoted as saying, “There

is a growing trend in India toward
stereotypical higher education in
medicine and engineering. There are
a lot of other possible professions
which a kid may want to do, but
those dreams are killed during
adolescence.”
He reportedly said, “Through my

one job a week project in India, I
have tried to break this trend. I hope
it will inspire the youngsters of

tomorrow to follow their dreams.”
Mishra travelled to 28 Indian

states via different modes of
transport, including plane, train, bus,
car, taxi, auto rickshaw and
motorbike.

He took up jobs in Manipur,
Bihar, Rajasthan, Kerala and Gujarat
and other places - before returning
home, where he now works as a
writer and motivational speaker,
according to the report.

weeKs
JOBs28 the 29-year-old

maverick, Jubanashwa
Mishra travelled 15,000

miles across 28 states in
the country changing his

job every week
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There are lads who make the city
proud time and again and the

latest ones are Prudhvi Raj and Hari
Krishna, the sprint wizards of
Deccan. Emerging as the fastest
sprinters in Speedstar Season 2, the
second edition of Hunt for the Young
Flying Indian organised by KOOH
Sports, these wonder kids came out
in flying colours in the recently
concluded event held at Mumbai.
Prudhvi Raj is the fifth class

student of Andhra Pradesh Sports
School, Hakimpet and Hari Krishna

is the seventh class student in the
same school. Prudhvi Raj was the
winner in the U10 Boys category
while Hari Krishna emerged winner
in the U12 Boys category.
A total of eight kids were chosen

as the Speedstar Season 2 winners
from amongst 80 finalists.
Speaking on the occasion,

Speedstar Brand Ambassador and
‘sprint queen’ P T Usha said, “I have
been associated with Speedstar for
two years now. It’s great to see that
an organisation like KOOH Sports
coming forward to promote athletics
at grassroots level. With proper

training and guidance these kids can
do very well in the field of athletics.
We witnessed phenomenal talent this
season and I am sure with right
guidance some of these kids can
represent our country at Olympics.”
Prabhu Srinivasan, CEO and Co-

founder, KOOH Sports said,
“Hyderabad is the powerhouse of
talent. We had got some of the best
timings during the first leg of heats
that were conducted last month. So
yesterday, when two of the fastest
sprinters were announced from
Hyderabad, it came as no surprise to
us. As far as the future plans are

CITY’S
SPEED STARS

two young boys from hakimpet sports school have emerged the fastest sprinters at the
recently concluded speedstar season 2 in Mumbai, making the city proud
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concerned, we came across some
really good talent this year and we
will be considering adopting some of
these kids for further
education/training in athletics.”
In its second edition, Speedstar

reached out to more than 1,700
schools and 25,300 kids across all
sections of the society. In a span of

eight weeks, the Speedstar team
travelled to 10 cities - Mumbai, Goa,
Pune, Ahmedabad, Delhi,
Chandigarh, Jalandhar, Jaipur,
Lucknow and Hyderabad with the
overarching objective of promoting
athletics at the grass root level in
India.
The winners were felicitated by P

T Usha. Six winners of the grand
finale will now head for a week-long
intensive training in Australia under
the guidance of Sharon Hannan - a
recognised Australian athletics coach
and the ex-coach responsible for the
success of Sally Pearson, the Gold
Medalist at the London Olympics in
2012.
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The new state is born and
corridors of power are abuzz

with hectic activities. While
speculations are rife over who will be
the next ruler, there are others who
look up to the real estate market.
Experts feel that real estate prices in
and around Hyderabad are likely to
go up by 10 to 15 percent due to the
bifurcation.
According to Ajay Kumar Anand,

Regional Head of Real Estate
Projects Ratings, Southern India of
the CRISIL (Credit Rating
Information Services of India Ltd)
the market is going to be upbeat and
close to 160 real estate projects are
currently underway.  “The year 2013
witnessed a steady growth over the
year 2012 in terms of new real estate
projects launched in the state, which
went up by 22%,” said Ajay Kumar
Anand.
“We hope to pick up about 10 to

12 new projects for rating in next one
year from the city and about 13 from
Tier II cities in Andhra Pradesh like
Vijayawada, Vishakhapatnam,
Guntur, Ongole, Kakinada and
Tirupathi,” he said.
Ajay was speaking after

presenting CRISIL’s Real Estate
Hyderabad 5 Star Ratings Certificate

to BRC Sri Hemadruga Sivhills—
Phase 1 (building E & Building G)”
of Hyderabab based BRC Infra
Private Limited.
CRISIL is a global analytical

company that rates real estate
projects across the country. 
“We have conducted a survey

which revealed that 70 per cent of the
respondents choose rated real estate
project over an unrated one. But,
unfortunately, public awareness
about Real Estate City-wise Projects
Ratings is very poor,” Ajay said.
“Out of so many thousands of
projects currently underway we have
just rated 250 projects which is a tip
of the iceberg. Of these 250, we rated
100 in the last year alone.  
Of the 250 projects rated so far,

Chennai tops in India with 40
projects being rated and Bangalore
stands second with 25 projects

rated,” he informed.  
Hyderabad doesn’t figure any-

where close to its counter parts Chen-
nai and Bangalore.  The reason for
this is due to the volatile conditions
the city went through. Things are
going to change soon. The Real Es-
tate (Regulation and Development)
Bill, 2013 is expected to change the
canvas of the industry.  It is expected
to make real estate development
transparent and consumer friendly.
“If that happens we see many real es-
tate developers looking for such rat-
ings. Right now, 95 per cent of real
estate industry is unorganized.  But,
slowly professionals too are getting
into the industry.  18 to 25% of proj-
ects which CRISIL rated are pro-
moted by first time builders, this
clearly shows that new comers are
looking for transparent real estate
transactions,” Ajay said. 

strong
‘T’ for

real estate
experts foresee a steep rise

in real estate prices in
hyderabad in the aftermath

of state’s bifurcation
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If Nasa's recent exoplanet
exploration is anything to go by,

there are 715 new planets crowding
the galaxy.
Nasa scientists using the planet-

hunting Kepler telescope pushed the
number of planets discovered in the
galaxy to about 1,700. Twenty years
ago, astronomers had not found any
planets circling stars other than the
ones revolving around the sun.
Nasa planetary scientist Jack

Lissauer said they almost doubled the
number of planets known to
humanity, calling it "the big mother
lode," reported western media.
According to the report,

astronomers used a new confirmation
technique to come up with the largest
single announcement of a batch of
exoplanets - what planets outside our

solar system are called.
While the announcements were

about big numbers, they also were
about implications for life behind
those big numbers.
The scientists told to the media

that all the new planets were in
systems like ours where multiple
planets circle a star. The 715 planets
came from looking at just 305 stars.
They were nearly all in size closer to
Earth than gigantic Jupiter.
And four of those new exoplanets

orbit their stars in "habitable zones"
where it is not too hot or not too cold
for liquid water which is crucial for
life to exist.
Douglas Hudgins, Nasa's

exoplanet exploration program
scientist, called the announcement a
major step toward Kepler's ultimate
goal: "finding Earth 2.0."
“It's a big step in not just finding

other Earths, but "the possibility of
life elsewhere," Lisa Kaltenegger, a
Harvard and Max Planck Institute
astronomer who wasn't part of the
discovery team was quoted as saying.
The four new habitable zone

planets are all at least twice as big as
Earth so that makes them more likely
to be gas planets instead of rocky
ones like Earth - and less likely to
harbor life.
So far Kepler has found nine

exoplanets in the habitable zone,
Nasa said. Astronomers expect to
find more when they look at all four
years of data collected by the now-
crippled Kepler; so far they have
looked at two years.
And, in general, smaller planets

are more likely to be able to harbor
life than big ones, Ms Kaltenegger
said.

Galaxy’s
crowded!

Scientists at NASA
claim that they
discovered the
presence of 715 new
planets, double the
number of planets
known to humanity
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Sound or dhwani is a frequency
and every sound corresponds
to a specific tatva. The tatva in

turn corresponds to all things that are
made of it and forms a connection
between different things – your body,
body of your neighbour, plants,
rivers, animals, etc. The cell in that
leaf was once inside you, it is also
possible that cells of Hitler too are
inside you…By cell, I mean the
energy of that cell. The physical cell
has changed forms many a times but
energy is constant in creation and it
is possible to communicate with that
energy.
Modern science agrees that if

there is a multi-cellular structure that
is divided into two parts and one part
is sent to America while the other to
Africa, they still retain the ability to
communicate with each other. The

relationship of a mother and a child
is a perfect example. The mother is
able to sense the pain of a child even
if he lives in the opposite end of the
world because the child was once
connected to her with the umbilical
cord. Even though the cord is cut, the
connection still exists. Just like the
child and the mother, every particle
that was inside you and changed
form and separated from you has the

ability to communicate with you and
other particles.
Mantras are effective tools for

communication. However, for a
mantra to be effective, it needs to be
channelised by a guru who is siddha
in the mantra and the pronunciation
and intonations have to be accurate.
Incorrect pronunciation can change
the complete energy of the mantra
and, at times, even produce adverse
effects. When you chant a mantra to
invoke a particular dev, the mantra
establishes a connection between you
and the dev. But to be able to
communicate with the dev, purity is
required. If the child starts doing
wrong things and gets corrupt by the
day, gradually the connection
between mother and child starts
weakening until one day the mother
can no longer sense the child. Our
connection with Shiv is no different.
Purification is the first step.

Initially the body is cleansed with
certain practices like Sanatan Kriya
and then the ways for

MANTRA
chanting

everything in creation, including our body, is
composed of the five tatvas and each tatva vibrates
at a particular frequency. as one enters yog, the
frequencies of these tatvas are changed repeatedly
to adjust to changes/problems in body, work,
environment etc. as one progresses, he/she develops
a state of vairagya – where the problems no longer
have an effect on him/her. when this becomes the
normal state for a person, he/she is ready for yog.  a
practitioner then uses the various frequencies to
tread forward on the path of evolution.

YOGI ASHWINI
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communication can be taught. When
the cleanliness inside you increases,
the energy of the cells becomes
subtler and the power of
communication gets enhanced. The
first sign of communication is
intuition…If your intuition is
increasing that means you are on the
right path. There is no fantasising in

yog that someone gave you diksha
and you think you have reached
somewhere. It is a practical science
and the progress is tangible and
physical.
Sound or dhwani forms the basis

of vedic sciences. As one progress in
mantra sadhna, the frequency of
chant becomes subtler and ultimately

there is just one sound. All the
sounds ultimately merge into one
sound and that is the sound of Om.
The vedic sciences need not be
written or memorized. What is
required is to catch the frequency of
dhwani and then replicate it. The one
who is able to replicate the sound
properly merges with the creation.

Look at the mirror and count
your breath. If the breath count

is less than 10 in a minute, you
would be exuding youth, glow and
radiance. You are in a state of
balance and there is no need to read
further. If the breath-count is more
than fifteen, imbalance has set in,
and you will find yourself caught in
an ageing or diseased body. Just
compare your present image with a
photograph clicked ten years back,
and project yourself ten years
hence. If the thought worries you,
it is time you take corrective
measures to restore balance in the
body through techniques prescribed
in yog and sanatan kriya.
“Breath is a direct indicator of

your state of health,” explains Yogi
Ashwini, the author of the
bestseller, ‘Sanatan Kriya: The
Ageless Dimension’, acclaimed as
a thesis on anti-ageing by leading
doctors of the country.
He says, “Yog is nature. If you

observe in nature, animals that
breathe faster have a shorter
lifespan as compared to the ones
that breathe slow. Take for example
the dog and the turtle. The dog lives
for 14-15 years whereas a turtle
goes on over 100 years.”
Here the master warns the

reader, not to resort to abnormal
breathing techniques or forcefully
slow down breathing. It is a natural
process which sets in as one get
into practice of yog. Yog is not

dancing around trees and singing
bhajans. It is pure energy which has
to be experienced. The sheer
magnetism and glow that he exudes
at 50 is enough proof, that this is
not hearsay but this modern day
master is living what he says.
Breath is also called the

doorway to the next dimension.
The basic practices of Sanatan
kriya are enough to harmonise
various layers of the body
bestowing the practitioner with
radiance and glow to attract men,
and when practiced under a Guru,

one can even attract  gods and
goddesses, explains the expert in
ancient techniques of yog and
tantra.

The author will be in
Hyderabad from 20 to
21st march, a great
opportunity to get a

hands-on experience of
the power of yog, with the
master himself. Enquiries

at, # 8801544433 #
9392935341
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